Sumatriptan as a treatment for cyclic vomiting syndrome: a clinical trial.
Cyclic vomiting syndrome (CVS) is associated with migraine. This study aimed to evaluate the efficacy of sumatriptan in treating CVS. Twelve patients were enrolled in this trial. Sumatriptan was administered either subcutaneously [(age x 4 + 20)/100 x 3 mg] or by nasal spray (NS; 20 mg). Response to the treatment was classified as complete, effective, or noneffective. Eleven patients, who presented with 35 attacks, were treated by subcutaneous injection of sumatriptan. The treatment was responsive in 19 attacks. The efficacy of sumatriptan was high in attacks that occurred in cases with a family history of migraine compared to those without (p = .0482). Five patients were treated with sumatriptan NS for six attacks. The treatment was completely responsive in two of six attacks. We observed no adverse effects associated with sumatriptan treatment in this trial. We conclude that sumatriptan has potential efficacy in treating of patients with CVS.